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Volume I, humbor rr‘wo

How often 1s.tnls rag sunposed to come
out, Richard? Every three wgeks or six -
weeks? (I know, I know, you insist.on
maintaining the fidtion that this . is a
monthly, falling behind, whilst I.push for
Bigger and Better. Whaty whaddya mean if:
I don't like it, I can always edit another
'zine? Well, when you put it that way...)

Back to the New York Unlvers1ty Science
Flct10q1Soclety (or NYUSFS, pronounced..
newsfubs, with a short U and a bit of Z in
the "ss")e. ‘When I7left you last gripping
your seats (ridiculous position,.but I hear
it can be quite erotic), I had set up.the -
beglnnlng of a Typical NYUSFS meetlng, and
introduced the characters).. Then, at the .
climactic moment, I entered ande.. "

Un;ortunately, I seemed to have got
some of the facts wrong (hard as.that may
be to accept, sort of like a Catholic
flndjng out the Gnostics had a point), .
so I am afesid you will just have to 1
keep gripping your seats antil I get that
straightened out (I'11 bet thg:a, does feel,
STOOVY )e .

Turns out that, although I was rlght
Aboub Vlctor bavzng a sister (Blology is-
Blind), she has néver come (tsk) to a
neeting. On the other hand, our token
femfan, Helena, is ired by my mistake.
Problem is that, as I indicated last time,
I come late to meetings and miss the
introductions. Somehow, when I asked
who she was, someone (I wouldn't Eurn
Him in Eveén If I Knew Who It Vas) told
ne_the erroneous information. There.

And genetgdés has saved its reputation
s a Science (for nowe..)

Also, Richard's class faded out ‘about
the- time that Clear Ether first made its.
appearance, so meetings actually begin
at 5 M again. Why people stopped comlng
to a class on SF:is ultimately moot,- :
because one cannot read minds and hence
leduce motivations directly, but I -
think it is bécause they &2ll got turned
on by Rich to read the stuff, and, of
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course, as everyone 1s‘aware, if yoa
are reading SF, you have %o tige to be
a fan (at least in the intial burst

of hard core-shooting up). FIAWOL, .

So after thgy have got through post of
the classics .of the genre (sorry, The
Genre),  they shall return for more of
Rabbi Friedman's instructions (regardless
of creed, except that -No New Wavicles
Need Applyt). ((Anytime, Rich, I know
yould do the same for meess)) 1.

ot Oh, bexore I gorget, I am,no longer
lavishing 'with praise (op. cite p.2) .
Jeff Grimshaw,.. Bad enough I can't- get
any artwork from that furshlugginer
pSPudofan, but he promised and Didn't -
Cone Through...(*rumble* #dark clouds
gathering# #rumble®  #flash# *BAPL¥)

fhe Thomnton is becoming regular . .
(hmm, Sounds -laxe..) and Mike Moslow.is .
in. Florida with Black Abby (000331onally
Bed & Black Abbj when she gets left- . -
deviationist), and, oh boy, at the last
meeting, or was it two neetings ago
sincg& T’ mlssed two, . Wbut that’ would

meke it three...anyways most of the.

regulars were writing exams and meanwhlle
a buncddof non-fannish libertarizns
dropped in on the meeting looking for me,
so that the conversailions really, got
weird ands...

Where vas I? (Ch, you pdor thing,
still gripping that seat. Or is that
a look of ecstacy I espy on your fave°)
Okay, where I left off in my descrlptlon
of a typi cal NYUSFS meeting occured
when I come in late., At that point,
the uswal thing ise...oh, oh, I am
running out of room on’ this side of . =~
the sheet and I have Plans for the
other side. Well, sorry, but you
will just have to wait until CE3
to find out how it all comes out (@yplcally
that is).

You'tre still gripping that seat?i
Wow, I can see your veins and muscles
...*ah, ah, AAHHHHHHIH,...% *mm¥*



CLEAR ETHER  Volume I, Mumber Two
PROZINE REVIEW (Worlds of If, June
1974, Vol. 22, Number 5, %9/year,

235 E. 45th St., New York, NY 10017.)

Those of you too young or neo to
remember the Golden Age of If (if not
fandom), mainly the late 1960's may °
yet get a chance to savour the coming
age of Silver. ‘¥hile I started "reading
the stuff! in 1961 (high ecbool, which
is late for many), it wasn't until 1964
that T plcked up a magazine that contained
SF. (Actually, I seen them around
befove, ‘but- except for a Retief story
in an-early ({(for me)) Amazing, I'did
not consider them worth the bread).

What hooked me was the serialization

of Farnmham's Freehold by the Perfect
Master of Prodomy- Robert A. (Of course)
Leinlein. ' And, being cheap, I decided-
to read the res+ of the.pulp %Q get

My Moneyt!s Worth. It turned out that™

I really did. Ieumer's Retief stories,
Saberhagen's Berserker s+or1es, MceCapp'ts
Gree stories (T am a- sucker - for- series}
and Lin Carter's column oh *fandom was -

my 1bnroduct¢on to that weird underworld
vhich existed malnly down there and to
the East and West (I hail-from Western
Canada). "It was Carter's announcamnnt
of the Worldcon in St. Louis, 1969, unat
convinced me. to go to°a°National YAF -

Con which was being héld also on- Labour -
Day weekend in the Same blty...but thatas
another history.

When The Moon Is A Harsh Mistréss was
announced for the’following fall, I had
been dbuying'it regularly°for six months or
nmore, and I knew that I would be unasble
to get IF for the summer since I would
be working in Beaverlodge ($he name says
it all, except that there was a real
laboratory there that hired first year
Hohours Chemists).  So I subscribed.

And a year later I renswed for two
goa¢s. And again. I never did subscribe
to ths companion pbulication, Galaxy,
because they did not publish HEINLEIN
(2lthough they eventdally did publich
I Will Fear No Evil id Balaxy), but it
was comparable. Then Frederik Pohl was
replaced by Ejler Jacobssen as Elitors...
and it just wasn't the same. °When I
found myself not caring that I was not
getting If after a move, I just did not
bother to renew and eventually just
checked it out on the stands or got the
word sscond-hand about what was in it.

® v o3

June 6, 1974 Page 2
For the last year or two, my favorite
prozine was Fansastic, mainly because
it was publishing Conan by de Camp and
Carter and some of the ¢ other fantasies
were quite good. Am321ng had a story or
two, but simply did not mhke it, even
with Ted White's Herculean efforts with
a low circulation and non-existent fuhds.
F & SF was arty and occasionally even .
Yew Wave, anathema to a romantic. Analog
was simply dull, and didn't change much
with Ben Bova, except that the editorials
went from consewvative to liberal..
Jacobssen got young Jim Peen as
ah Editor for If, and finally lost dboth. .
publications to him. The news 1nterestnd*

me a little when I read Locus on the’

suoyeot, especaally ‘when he- st said-that
he was looking to Pohl for 1nop1rat10n
rather than Jaoobssen., Still, Jacobsson
had many nicé words for Pohl.,. ™

' The June issue of" If has®Robert -
~11veroe*g, a ney Burser&er serial by
Fred Saberhagen, a new novelette by

~Isaac Asimov (who has definitely ended

his decade and a half dry spell); a
story based on a math theorem (what we

_0ld- TlmerS’called the "Hard Sclence"' "'

type of stories 3 la Gernsback) by Chris
Anvil (which is good, by thé way), a
humour-mystery staple by James: Schmitz,’
a couple of ninor: shorts (but then agaln,
I'm not much for short stories), and, o
as if to rub it it, anaccount of thn e
0ld days by...Fred Pohl “bien stir! ~On- " "
top of that, far better than Carter for =
fanwriting, Richard Geis, The Alien Critic
himself, is doing his Alien Viewpoint, .
a fennish writing rather than a writing
about fandom.

Can Paen possibly keep it up? I don't
know, but I sure as hell intend to give
him encouragement, free market style (vhat
else?). So I rushed my fiats in for a
subscription to both If and Caldxz, rapped
a rave- 'round them, and wwore to cancel . °
should-he fail-to live up to The Promise.
I unsolicitedly suggest that you do »he
same.

Search The Sky by FTederik Pohl and C.M.
kornbluth, Ballantine 1954, p. 148:

"There must be people of normal intelligence

around. In the government, is my guess."
"No," said Helena, but she wouldn't
say why. She just thought not.

So {ornblufh vasn't anti-statist, Plercp?



